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SUDDEN AND MELANCHOLY DEATH OF 
MR. JOHN WILKINS, 
Actor and Author, late of Sadler’s Wells Theatre, 
Ir is our painful duty to record the melan- 
choly event of the death of Mr. John Wilkins, 
late of Sadler’s Wells Theatre. On the 
opening night of the above theatre (Satur- 
day week) he was, to all appearance in per- 
fect health, and undertook the part of 
Hecate, in Macbeth, with his usual ability. 
On Monday he appeared to be labouring 
under great pain, with a stoppage in his 
bowels ; and although medical advice was 
immediately resorted too, inflammation had 
taken place, which baffled all skill, and he 
died in great agony early on Tuesday morn- 
ing. Mr. John Wilkins was in the 28th 
year of hisage. He was born in the vicinity 
of Hoxton; his father was an eminent 
scene-painter, and so great was young Wil. 
kin’s attachment to the stage that all his 
leisure hours were spent at the theatre. He 
has been a member of the Sadler's Wells 
Company for some years, and at the expira- | — 
tion of the season at that house, always ob- 
tained a respectable position at other thea- 
tres; latterly he was a member of the City 
Theatre, where he was a great favourite. 
He has written several dramas, which has 
been very successful, particularly his last, 
a play entitled Civilization, in five acts, | 
performed at Drury Lane, Mr. James 
Anderson sustaining the principal character 
with admirable ability. Asan actor, Mr. 
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Wilkins was always considered to bear 
the stamp of intelligence—always forming a | 
just conception of the part he sustained, and | 
most painstaking in the execution of all he 
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did. He bore a i dieision amongst his 
brother actors of a most enviable description 
for kindness and good will to all, being 
highly esteemed for his gentlemanly be- 
haviour and good feeling. His loss we 
consider, both as an actor and author, will 
be severely felt, particularly at the theatre 
where he last played. He has left a young 
wife, who is near her confinement, and two 
children of tender age, who are totally des- 
titute. Messrs. Greenwood, Phelps, James 
Anderson, Nelson Lee, and the principal 
actors of Sadler’s Wells, have formed a com- 
mittee to raise a subscription for the helpless 
widow ; and we trust the public will come 
forward and assist them in their laudible 
and benevolent intentions upon this occasion. 
The funeral took place on Sunday last, when 
the remains of poor John Wilkins was in- 
tered in the church-yard, at Hoxton. About 
twenty of the profession followed him to his 
last resting place—principally members of 
Sadler’s Wells and the City Theatres. 


_ METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


DRURY LANE. 


Tue long and anxious time has now arrived 
which every play-goer was thirsting for—the 
opening of this theatre, and on Monday the 
great event took place—great we say be- 
cause we have now, in the person of Mr. E. 
T. Smith, a manager most zealous in the 
cause of the revival of the ligitimate drama, 
and who has spared neither expense or ex- 
ertion to procure the best native talent 
available, in order to produce the noble 
works of our immortal bard, so that he should 
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meet the wishes of an admiring and discern- 
ing public—this, we think, if not to the ex- 
tent of their wishes, has, in a very great 
degree, been accomplished by the present 
lessee. Long before the doors were open, 
indeed, as early as four o’clock crowds were 
atthe doors anxiously waiting for admittance, 
and before the rising of the curtain every 
seat in the boxes, pit, and gallery were oc- 
cupied, the dress circle and private boxes 
presenting an audience not of late years 
seen at old Drury, being attended by the 
mst elite of the town. The entire of the 
dress circle has been cleansed and the seats 
re-covered, and at the back a handsome 
brass railing with scarlet curtains attached 
has been added, which will prevent the 
draft being unpleasant on the opening of 
the box doors. The principle features of 
the evening was the first appearance of Mr. 
G. V. Brooke, who has been performing in 
the United States for the last three years 
with the most decided success. The part 
he chose on this occasion was that of Othello. 
On his coming on the stage the most deaf- 
ening and enthusiastic cheering ensued, by 
the clapping of hands and waving of hand- 
kerchiefs. When this had abated and he 


been gratified by the warm reception he 
met with. Miss Anderton was the Desde- 
mona, and acquitted herself to the enire 
satisfaction of the audience. Mr. Brooke 
was loudly called for at the end of the tbird, 
act, and all the principals at the conclusion. 
A new burlesque followed, entitled the 
Fountain of Beauty. It is smartly written 
and abounds in beautiful scenery. Miss 
Featherstone is the hero of the piece, and 
her singing and acting cannot fail to please 
al! those who are partial to such pieces. 
We were much pleased to see Mr. Younge, 
late of Sadler’s Wells, added to the com- 
pany. He is asterling actor, of the “old 
school,” The burlesque was quite success- 
ful. 

SADLER’S WELLS. 
Sueripan’s splendid comedy of the School 
for Scandal has been the principal feature 
of this house during the week, and never did 
an Islington audience relish a play at Sad- 
ler’s Wells as they have done this, if we 
may judge from the crowded state of the 
theatre and the general applause during the 
performance. Mr. Phelps, as Sir Peter 
Teazle, makes him a hearty old gentleman 
about fifty, full of vigour and health, and 





was allowed to proceed, the greatest order 
prevailed, and it is a surprising fact, when 
we consider that the audience must have 


dotingly fond of his young wife—not being 
without his suspicions as to her virtue, 


' which he admirably sustains; as to his 


been near four thousand persons, that not | doubts and fears—his hatred of the company 


a single word uttered by the actors escaped 
without being most distinctly heard. Great 
fears were entertained as to Mr. Brook's 


voice, it having been stated jt had lost its | 


tone and becone husky; but when he had 
uttered a few sentences it was evident it 
was as full and powerful as ever. Indeed, 
Mr. Brooke has three distinct keys—his 
usual conversational voice, which is perfectly 
clear and mellow; but the highest pitch is 
not quite so flexible—the lower and deep 
tones are full, round, and soft, and of im- 
meuse power; yet, he has a wonderful 
command over it. To go over the beauties of 
his acting would fill a volume. We have 
had nothing like it since the days of Edmund 
Kean, whom he reminded us of many 
times, very forcibly. Suffiice it to say it 
proved, in every respect, all that has been 
said and written of this great actor. Mr. 
Davenport, as Iago, played in an artistic 
and intelligent manner. Mr. G. Benrett, 
who is added to the company, must have 


she associates with and the detestation he 
bears them was finely drawn and executed. 
In the celebrated quarrel scene he was 
highly effective, beginning as he does with 
soft wheedling and coaxing till he gets to 
the height of his love passion, then softening 
down by degrees, telling his wife she 
| generally begins first to quarrel, till he 
works himself up to the highest frenzy, 
was artistically managed ; but here we may 
notice a departure from the general rule by 
Mr. Phelps in this scene—when Lady 
Teazle enters he prides himself upon her 
looks and countenance, and observes she 
can make him the happiest of men. She 
replies, she wants him to be in a good 
humour and let her have two hundred 
pounds. The general way this scene is 
acted is, Sir Peter takes out his pocket-book 
and gives her the money, and she gives him 
what she calls her note of hand, by taking 
off her glove and presenting her hand, which 
he kisses. Now, in this scene Mr. Phelp 
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does not give her the money, which mars the 
scene, for it is to be observed that no person 
would give their note of hand without hav- 
ing the value of it; and why Mr. Phelps 
deviates from the author we are at a loss to 
imagine. The screen scene he makes a 
great feature of, both with Joseph and 
Charles. As this actor is in the habit of 
playing tragedy so continually we consider 
his Sir Peter Teazle one of his best assump- 
tions. Mr. Marston never played with 
better effect; and Mr. Lunt, the new as- 
pirant at this house, has perfectly established 
himself by the manner in which he played 
Joseph. Messrs. Hoskins, Wray, and 
Barrett were well up in their parts, and 
were enthusiastically applauded. The part 
of Trip was very cleverly sustained by Mr. 
C. Fenton, who has no equal on the stage 
in such characters. Miss Cooper’s Lady 
Teazle was a charming piece of acting 
throughout, and won her golden opinions. 
There is but one Mrs. Candour on the stage, 
and that is Mrs. H. Marston. The play 
was splendidly put on the stage, and will 
have a long career. 


CITY OF LONDON. 


THE summer season is now drawing towards 
its close, and we are really glad in being able 
to remark that it has been a most successful 
one to all parties concerned. Mr. Searle 
merits great praise for his careful manage- 
ment, and Mr. Austin Lee is indefatigable 
in his endeavours to please and accommo- 
date the public. Mr. A. Saville has left 
here and joins the Victoria. 
STANDARD. 

As we anticipated, this gorgeous establish- 
ment has been crammed nightly with ad- 
miring audiences ; and the varied entertain- 
ments presented have attracted great appro- 
bation, Unquestionably, Mr. James An- 
derson is a very fine actor, and he has been 
ably supported by the other members of this 
powerful company. Now that the theatre is 
completed, the effect is brilliant in the ex- 


‘treme, and quite delights the audience. 


Really Mr. John Douglass merits infinite 
praise for his taste, judgment, and the un- 
limited expense to which he has gone. 











(FF Norice.—In consequence of the ubolition of 
the duty upon Advertisements, the prices in this 
journal will be reduced, and the advertiser will 














receive 1] tefull amount of the late duty. Per- 
sons wan ting situations may be accommodated! 
with etg, it lines for one shilling. All others. 
equally rc -asonable, 





‘CORRESPONDENCE, 

B. W. W.—1 iow carefirl we are required to be,, 
and not niislead our readers. The farce of 
The Lotter.y Ticket‘is a translation by Beazley. 
‘The other a:rticle in our next, 

HAMLET.—Wee are always open to articles well 
written, and: we beg to acknowledge those of 
Hamlet as one of that class. 


R. CartTerR.—-Business of importance called 
us out of town when. the Etocution Class gave 
their last entertainment at the London Me- 
chanic’s Institute. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE STAGE, 


From the time of Thespis to the present day. 
By MONTE CHRISTO. 





CMAPTER IV. 





In the concluding part of our last chapter 
we stated that the subject of our next would 
be a brief description of the different kinds 
of dramatic entertainments, and the mean- 
ing of the different terms. According to 
the best authorities the meaning of the word 
drama, which is of Greek derivation, is this 
—a poem, or composition representing a 
picture of human life, and accommodated to 
action, and it is generally divided into two 
parts, the principal part of which are 
tragedy and comedy; the inferior tragi- 
comedy and opera, under the latter head, 
may also be included farce and burlesque. 
Let us now, therefore, first commence 
with tragedy (the derivation of this word is 
also Greek)—a dramatic poem, representing 
some signal action performed by some illus- 
trious individual, and generally terminating 
fatally ; a species of drama in which the 
diction is elevated, and the catastrophe 
mournful, and we will here introduce a copy 
of old verses from a very ancient manuscript, 
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called “‘ The Definition of a Tragedy, in the 
Time of Chaucer. 





“Tragedy is to tel a certayne story, 
As olde bokes maken memory 

Of them that stode in great prosperite, 
And be fallen out of hye degree 

{uto misery, and ended wretchedly.” 

Comedy is of Latin derivation, and sig- 
nifies a dramatic composition of a light and 
humourous description. 

Under the second nead come opera and 
farce, First, opera—(derivation Latin) a 
regular drama set to music, and always 
accompanied with scenic effects, and often 
with dancing. 

Farce—this word is of French origin, the 
meaning is this—a dramatic composition 
originally exhibited by charlatans or buf- 
foons, in the open air, for the amusement of 
the crowd, but now introduced upon the 
stage. Perhaps it may not be out of place 
to introduce Dryden’s opinion of this species 
of performance, (with which, however, we 
cannot say we agree), he says, “ farce is 
that in poetry which grotesque is in a 
picture, the persons and actions of a farce 
are all unnatural, and the manners false.” 





AMATEUR THEATRICALS, 














CABINET THEATRE, 


Some of the most influential members of the 
amateurs who play at this establishment very 
generously got up a night’s amusement as a 
complimentary benefit for the two Miss 
Baddeleys. These young ladies are well 
known to the audiences who attend amateur 
performances, for their is scarcely one takes 
place in any part of the metropolis, but they 
are to be seen lending their powerful aid 
with extreme good feeling. We say power- 
ful aid, because it must be admitted they 
have superior talent, and that of a versatile 
character which makes them both available 
and more sought after in the getting up of 
various pieces. On the present occasion 
the theatre presented a most respectable 
appearance, being full of well dressed per- 
sons, mat y of which bore evident marks of | 
this from attending in full dress, particularly | 
the female portion, which bore the majority. | 
The pieces selected for the evening’s amuse- 

ment were the Merchant of Venice, the 

Widow's Victin, Alcestis, and Hunting a 





THEATRICAL JOURNAL 


| careful and judicious. 





Turtle. The play was well cast and acted; 

the part of Portia was sustained with ability 

by the elder Miss Baddcley, who, in the 

trial scene, was most enthusiastically ap- 

plauded after repeating the beautiful lines 

upon mercy, which were given with good 

emphasis and clear pronounciation—in the 

former part of the play there appeared a 
coolness and want of energy and action; 

but as it was her first attempt in this line of 
character, she must have credit for being 
She looked the part 
extremely well in every respect. So did 
her sister Mary, who played Jessica with 
good effect. A Miss Julia St. Clair, as 
Nerissa, made a very promising debut, and 
deserves unqualified praise. She appears 
to be well educated, and her person is much 
in her favour. Mr. C. Gove, who was the 
Shylock for the evening, acted with ability. 
Many of the scenes told well with the audi- 
ence, particularly the trial scene. His com- 
posure here, after detestation to Antonio, 
was very good jndeed, and proved he had 
been at great pains in studying the author’s 
meaning, and his general bearing on the 
stage was well assumed. He was also well 
made up for the part—the only drawback 
was a want of physique to carry out his con- 
ception of what was necessary to give effect. 
Mr. Evans, as Antonio, was good by parts, 
at times ; he lacked both energy and dignity. 
Mr. Leslie, as Bassanio, was very tame. 
We do not observe any improvement in him 
of late, and in whatever portion of the dia- 
logue he may be engaged in, there is no 
variation in his features. Mr. Dale gabbled 
over the part of Launcelot Gobbo most un- 
mercifully ; those of the audience who did 
not know the text could never understand it 
from him, we are certain. Mr. Sherwin, 
as Lorenzo, was passable, nothing more ; 
but Gratiano, by R. Carter, was altogether 
as good, and brought up the rear capitally. 
The burlesque of Alcestis went off much 
better than we could have expected, and 
Mr. C. Whittley proved himself a clever 
actor and poet, for we are led to understand 
the songs in the piece were his own poetry, 
which does him great credit. The other 
characters, by Messrs. Stanley, Shaw, and 
Stuart, were ably sustained. Nor were the 
ladies, Mesdames Fitzclarence, Gordon, and 
Seymour, a wit behind them in ability. 
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The Widow's Victim went off in an admira-| My name’s Jack Queerquackle, sur. I’ve 


ble manner, Messrs. Munro, Carter, and 
Dale doing their best ; and here again the 
ladies had the ascendency. Oh, Miss Bad- 
deley, what a scolding wife you would make 
if you were that way inclined; your poor 
dear spouse would never get a word in. 
How very fortunate for you and him you 
are naturally good-tempered. Your acting, 
as Jane Chatterley, will not, we think, easily 
be erased from the memory of the audience. 
Misses Stewart and Clare were equally 
good, and the farce was capitally acted. 
Will you not stay and see Hunting a Turtle, 
Mr. Editor? What! after three pieces, 
and one o’clock in the morning! We can’t, 
our supper is getting cold. 


HISTRIONICS,, CALEDONIAN ROAD. 


Tue second performance of this newly es- 
tablished corps of amateurs came off on 
Monday the 22nd inst. Several important 
improvements have been effected, both as 
regards the comfort of the audience, as well 
as those engaged in the entertainments. 
The Iron Chest and Don Cesar De Bazan 
were the pieces chosen for representation. 
Mr. Knight’s impersonation of Sir Edward 
Mortimer was not devoid of effect; but it 
lacked dignity sadly—the character, evi- 
dently, was too much for his very limited 
powers. Wilford, by a lady, was a highly 
creditable assumption. Mr. E. W. Heatley 
gave a very careful and life-like delineation 
of the faiththful old servant Adam Winter- 
ton. Mr. Joyce, the gentleman who under- 
took Fitzharding, was sadly out of place in 
such a responsible part; we should have 
deemed him unequal to the least character 
in the piece. Mr. H. Fredericks was comic 
and racy, as Samson Rawbold ; the other 
gentlemen acquitted themselves to the satis- 
faction of the audience. Miss Thornton 
deserves favourable mention for the grace 
and vivacity displayed as Blanch. In con- 
sequence of other performances demanding 
our divided duties, we left at the termination 
of the play. 





[MR. QUEERQUACKLE’S NOTIONS. 


[Mr. Jack Queerquackle is a very shrewd 
sort of a fellow, who has some odd notions of 
his own; and we give his epistle’verbratim ad 
literutim for the public behoof, retaining his 
original views on the subject of orthography.) 














been in the abit of atendin theatyres for near 
thurty yeers, and I’m forty-one yeers of 
hage, and ave used the hoptics of the mind, 
Mr. Heditur. I’ve seed hacturs fron old 
Ned Kean (Wasn’t he a brick? Rather.) 
down to little Squilly, the hamatoor, who’s 
no more highdeer of hacting than my heye. 

Well, sur, now to bisness, I feel a hag- 
grawated to see ow sum of the gents as 
rites to and talks of hacturs! Wy, sum on 
em is the greatest styx as ever worked, and 
yet they’d ave us believe as they are lights 
for immortality ! 

**Q, Walker! and be blest,” I ses to them 
to myself. I'll begin with tragic coves. 
Mr. C. Kean. Ah! I don’t say he’s a 
muff, mind yer; he’s a very good man in 
his way. But, lor bjess us, Charley’s as 
mutch a ass to Hedmund as Squilly (and 
Squilly is a reglar Neddy),Jis to Charley ; 
Hedmund Kean, owever is the stone on 
witch t’other rests. 

Let’s ave ashy at a few mor of em— 
Jemmy Handerson for one. Now, sur, I'll 
tell you what e is. To my mind, fat 
Jemmy’s about the same as Lyon, and that’s 
a step below Owe, of the Aymarket, who’s 
a step below Marston, who’s a step below 
Betty, and mind yer, I call im a good hac- 
tur, and don’t stick up for anyone now for 
grate. anderson, sur’s, just ruff middlin, 
some better, few wus. 

I nose wot’s good and wot’s not, and so 
would hany cove who'd seen as much as I 
(tho’ Jack Queerquackle sits hup in the 
galry.) 

Mr. Heditor, stick hup for the truth, say 
wot you think. A man like you's a judge, 
or hought to be, and if e doesn’t make a ass 
of himself—but there’s no fault of yourn, 
sur, in giving one ear to one and t’other to 
t’other, and so no more, at present, from 
your’s respectfully, 

JoHN QUEERQUACKLE, 

PostscripT.—Tell the managers, sur, to let 
every one ave is proper place ; and let every 
one hack which he ort. Let third-rates be 
sitch, and second-rates sitch; and let’s cry 
hooray for justiss, and down with umbugs! 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—All being well the other night, I 
thought I would go and see a sight; but 
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where to go I did not know; a glance at 
the boards very soon told where nature’s 
gift the most glowed. So off to to the 
Adelphi I did go; the first piece was Gene- 
vieve ; or, the Reign of Terror, where Leigh 
Murray plays a good hearted fellow with 
all his skill and ease, and never fails to 
please. Next comes Mr. Wigan, who plays 
a villainous part that showed in acting there 
was art. O. Smith has a part quite out his 
style; he has not played a villian a very 
long while. Mr, Parselle and Mr. and Mrs. 
Keeley comes next. ‘Then comes the pride 
of the Adelphi stage—the living genius, the 
wonder of the age; it is Miss Woolgar I 
mean. She was, indeed, the star of the 
night, and the audience seemed to be in 
delight. Then comes Sardanapalus, al- 
though far from my story, it seems to be 
full of soldiers, if no glory ; and all the As- 
syrian oddities, Miss Woolgar, as the fast 
King, is indeed very witty; but never a 
thought to govern his city; women and 
wine being his principal commodities. The 
piece (though not well written), is very good. 
They imitate Kean in his would, if he could, 
be a tragic actor. Miss Woolgar, in figure, 
fairly beats him. He is short and thick 
—she is tall and slim, and, therefore, a 
better Assyrian, The dresses and scenery 
do the management great credit, and scene- 
painter deserves great merit for the way in 
which the scenes are done. It is splendid, 
and will have a run as successful as it has 
begun. The Camp at Chobham then fol- 
lowed, which convulsed the audience with 
laughter. At Mr. Keeley’s comicalities, 
here we have Leigh Murray again, who 
plays avery gay captain with his usual 
abilities. 








under the very familiar signature of “ B. W. 
W.” I beg to state my unqualified concur- 
rence with all that is set down in thatarticle, 
and allow me to say, Mr. Editor, I can 
testify that the whole of his remarks are 
correct, for I have myself experienced the 
disagreeables he expatiates upon. I am 
likewise sorry to say that I can also certify 
the injustice of being bamboozled out of one 
shilling, and being compelled to whistle for 
a recompence, 

““B. W. W.” says, and justly so, “A 
person may pay his money at the doors, and 
unsuspectingly enter a theatre, when, to his 
profound disappointment, he finds there is 
not even standing-room!” This I know, 
Mr. Editor, to be too true, It is notorious 
that under the system now existing at thea- 
tres, a person, if he wishes for an evening’s 
amusement, pays his admission money with 
the chance of having “ nothing but the life 
of him nigh squeezed out in return.” As 
an instance: one evening a short time back, 
wishing to see Mr. Charles Kean, in the 
Corsican Brothers, I, after waiting some 
time in a suffocating crowd, gained admis- 
sion, but before half the performances were 
over, what with the noise and extreme heat 
from the great number of persons present, 
and there not being sufficient ventilation, 
I should have been very glad, had I not 
been so firmly wedged in that I could neither 
stir hand nor foot, to have made my exit 
and escape the persecution. 

It would, certainly, be a great boon to the 
public if a system, such as proposed by 
“ B. W. W.” was adopted by managers, as 
regards the issuing a ‘“‘certain number of 
checks sufficient to occupy all seats and 


What! No Cab? concluded the | standing-room—that is such standing-room 


evening, which the audience it seemed to| as from where a view may be obtained, 


delight, as there was plenty of laughter. 
They could not otherwise have been, for a 
better amusement they could not have seen 
than at the Adelphi Theatre. 
I remain your ever well-wisher, 
C. J. Smirn. 





EXACTIONS AND MALPRACTICES AT 
THEATRES, 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—An article, of which the above is the 
title, appeared in No. 715 of your journal, 


which would do away with a great deal of 
the crushing now inevitably consequent in 
effecting an entrance into crowded lobbies, 
such as are to be found frequently (and 
ever upon particular occasions) at nearly all 
the theatres in London,—the Princess’s 
more especially than any other. I hope, 
Mr. Editor, that if the several malpractices 
at.theatres, complained of in “ B. W. W.’s” 
article, continue much longer to exist, that 
some influential party or parties will take 
the matter up (it is an important one), and 





above all “ sweep those exactious fees which 














i 


nOorwnat 











THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 283 














smack so much of extortion from their (the 
public’s) countenances. 

Iam glad, by the way, to find that in 
your hands, Mr. Editor, the Theatrical 
Jcurnal has been the impartial channel for 
publicity, denouncing the vile system which 
I consider “‘ B. W. W.’s” article so plainly 
makes manifest to your readers, Whocan- 
not but testify the truth of “ B. W. W.’s” 
assertions ? 

I am, Mr. Editor, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
J. W. S. 





PROVINCIALS. 











NEWCASTLE.—THEATRE RoyAt,—This bril- 
liant establishment opens for the season on 
Monday, the 26th inst., with a capital company, 
and, as usual, under the active and energetic 
management of Mr. E, D. Davis. 


BARNSTAPLE.—Mr. C. H, Palmer commences 
his winter season here on Monday, Sep. 19th. 


MACCLESFIELDs— LYcEuM.— This theatre 
opens next week, under the management of Mr. 
J. W. Benson, and wit every prospect of suc- 
cess. ; 

Pitymoutn—Our season has now commenced 
as usual, under the direction of Mr. Newcombe, 


LeicesTer.— Mr, C. Gill commences his new 
season on the 14th inst, 


Dover THEATRE—$The appearance of Mr 
Henry Betty, in Shakespeare’s tragedy of Mac- 
beth, on Wednesday evening last, was certainly 
the most successful of any that has taken place 
at this theatre throughout the present or pre- 
ceeding seasons, Of the many leading charac- 
ters which Mr. Betty sustains, perhaps there is 
no other for which he is better adapted than 
Macbeth. He looks and speaks at once the 
ambitious and miserable Thane, with a vividness 
that cannot fail to arouse in the mind of the 
spectator a feeling of horror; his endeavour to 
abstain from the murder of his sovereign—his 
wavering, and finally his resolve, under the 
taunts of Lady Macbeth, to commit the bloody 
deed—were of themselves sufficient to indicate 
Mr. Betty’s deep study of Macbeth’s character, 
and his acute appreciation of that portion of it 
which is too often swallowed up in the delinea- 
tion of its worse attributes. It is impossible to 
particularise the many situations in which, 


during the course of the play, Mr. Betty distin- | 
guished himself by his admirable interpretation | 


of the part. His soliloquy, “ If the assassination 
could trammel up the consequence,” was much 
applauded, and’ was only surpassed by the dag- 
ger scene. Miss Wilton, as Lady Macbeth, 











exceeded expectation, She adapted herself 
readily to the character, and was well conversant 
with the part. Mr. Betty appeared on Thursday 
evening as Shylock, in the Merchant of Venice, 
and last night as Ingomar, in the play of that 
name, and in the character of Rolla, in Sheri- 
dan’s play of Pizarro. 


NotTTincuam.—A rich treat was afforded to 
the inhabitants of this town on Tuesday last, at 
the Mechanic’s Hall, where a grand concert 
was given, supported by Madame Castellan, 
Madlle. Bellini, Signor Gardoni, and Signor 
Tagliafico, The attendance, although very re- 
spectable, was not very numerous, 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 











JENNY Linp, now Mrs, Goldsmid, is blessed 
with a son, and is doing well, 


A VERY promising young actor, Mr. E. Villiers, 
son of the veteran of Sadler’s Wells Theatre, is 
engaged for the ensuing season at the Haymar- 
ket, 

Mr. CHARLES Wess’s well-known drama, 
entitled, The Vagrant, his Wife and Family, is 
now revived and is being acted nightly with the 
greatest success. 


Ir is stated that Mr. James Wallack has 
taken the Marylebone Theatre, 


Mr, C. J. James is upon the point of opening 
the Queen’s Theatre for the season. During 
the recess, the theatre has been brilliantly deco- 
rated, and enormous novelties are promised. 


‘tHE ORCHEsTRAL UNIoN.— This musical 
association, under the direction of Mr. Alfred 
Mellon, is engaged to give a series of concerts 
at Bradford, the week after the festival in that 
town, 


Tre Living Marionetres.—These clever 
juvenile actors, who have been playing success- 
fully for some time past at the little theatre in 
Leicester Square, will terminate their season on 
Wednesday, the 14th inst. Meanwhile, we re- 
commend our readers to witness some of their 
ingenious performances. 


HAYMARKET.—The interior of this theatre 
has been completely pulled to pieces by the 
carpenter and workmen employed in its renova- 
tion. The stage and audience portion of the 
house exhibit an extraordinary complication of 
scaffold poles, platforms, and iadders, amongst 
which the eye vainly wanders in search of the 
weill-remembered features of the building. Out 
of this apparent confusion, however, a theatre 
far more elegant and commodious than the public 
have hitherto seen in the Haymarket, will shortly 
arise, The greatest exertions are being made 
hy the proprietor (Captain Morris), and by Mr. 
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Buckstone, to have it ready for opening on the 
15th of October, 


A Juvenitre AMATEUR.—You may perform 
any piece, as amateuis, with notice to the 
author, See Mr. Shirley, at the Soho, and Mr. 
Dryden, at the Cabinet, who will give you every 
particular, 


Mr. Payne, the Theatrical Agent, has taken 
the Strand Theatre, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


'NHE MOST INTERESTING GROUP 
EVER MODELLED.—Their Royal High- 
nesses the Prince of Wales, Prince Alfred, the 
Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, Princess 
Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur 
which has been honoured with the highest en- 
comiums.—- Madame TUSSAUD and SONS. 
Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker Street, Portman 
Square. Admission 1s,: Napoleon Rooms, 6d. 
Open from 1] in the morning till 10 at night. 


ae os EMPLOYMENT.— WANTED by 

the advertiser, who is liberated from 
official business every day at 5 o’clock, Evening 
Employment, to keep a set of Books, make out 
Bills, or an engagement as Copyist, where a 
good and expeditious handwriting is required, 
No objection to the execution of work at home, 
if preferable. Address, pre-paid, to H. P., 
Mr. Davis, Tobacconist, 56, Penton Street, Pen- 
tonville, 


HEATRICAL AND MUSICAL AGENCY, 
25, Bow Street, Covent Garden.—MEM- 
BERS of the THEATRICAL PROV ESSION are 
respectfully requested to send in their names, 
addresses, terms, &c., at the earliest conveni- 
ence, as duiing the present month the principal 
engagements for the winter will be made. Par- 
ties desirous of Entering the Profession treated 
on fair and honourable terms. All letters (en- 
closing a stamp) to be addressed to Mr. T, 
Payne, Theatrical Agent, 25, Bow Street, 
Covent Garden. 














Operatic ‘and Dance Music, including a new 
selection from “ The Daughter of the Regi- 
ment,” “The Ringoletto,’ “ Féte de Lilas,” 
and *England’’ Quadrilles—“* Dublin Exhibi- 
tion,’”’ “ Lorlay,” and “ Rose” Waltzes ”"—the 
“Invitation” and ‘“ Frankfort’’ Polkas—-the 
**Omega ” and “*Syrens” Redowas—the * Elec- 
tric Galop,” &c., &e. Doors open at Eight 
o’clock and close at Twelve. Admission One 
Shilling. Season Subsctiption Three Guineas, 





OYAL PAVILION GARDENS, on the 
banks of the Thames, facing the town of 
Woolwich.—Reached in half-an-hour fiom the 
Bishopgate Station.— Delightful promenades and 
enchanting river scenery — Unrivalled attractions 
Grand Balloon Ascent, with the Brother Hayer, 
who will follow the Ascent, and perform in the 
air, under the Car, with ease and safety the 
most astounding feats ever witnessed. Terrific 
Ascent on the Globe, up an incline of 200 feet 
amidst a shower of fireworks, by the celebrated 
Kite. Mr, COXWELL’S GRAND BALLOON 
ASCENT at half-past six o’clock. The surpris- 
ing Boorn Family. Miss Cottrell. The Tight- 
rope. The Performing Steed. Laughable ex- 
hibition of Canine Sagacity. First-rate Orchestral 
Band. Select Brass Band. Dancing in the 
Monster Marquee, capable of holding 3,000 
persons. Extraordinary display of Fireworks 
by the renowned Darby. Brilliant Illuminations 
every evening. Gala nights Mondays, Tuesdays, 
and Thursdays. The Maze, Bowling-green, &c. 
Admission 6d.; Saturdays and Sundays by re- 
freshment ticket, Trains every half hour, 4d. 
Boats every twenty minutes, Superior refresh- 
ments at moderate charges. 





O AMATEURS, A Gentleman wishes to 
obtain the co-operation of a limited num- 
ber of Ladies and Gentlemen in the formation 
of a DRAMATIC CLUB, to be conducted 
ona principle seldom attempted by amateurs. 
Full particulars may be obtained by addressing 
(with real name) to X. Y. Z., care of Mr. Cox. 
Tailor, No. 11, London Bridge, (Arcade). 





ASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Holborn. 
The most spacious, elegant, and costly 
BALL-ROOM in London, has re-opened for the 
season, During the recess numerous and ex- 
tensive alterations have been effected; the 
building extended, an additional Gallery and 
large Subscription Room added, the whole en- 
tirely re-decorated in a chaste and superb style, 
utterly regardless of expenditure. Nine new 
and Magnificent Crystal Chandeliers illuminate 
the Sulle de Danse, while everything that can 
conduce to the comfort and convenience of the 
visitors has been sedulously studied and adopted, 
Mr. W. M. Packer, with his Grand Band, will 
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perform nightly a great variety of novelties in 


Cheapside, in the City of London.—September 7th, 1853. 
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